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THE AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 


N 1852 a group of farsighted business and professional men in New York City, 
recognizing their growing need for accurate knowledge concerning various 
parts of the world. create d a central clearinghouse for geographical information 

the American Geographical Society. The purpose of the founders was to advance 


the science of geography, by discussion, publication, and lectures; to establish in 
the chief city of the Uni 
part of the globe could be obtained; and to encourage exploration and research 


ted States a place where accurate information on every 


The publications of the Society are varied. The Geographical Review, its long- 
established scientific quarterly, aims at a balanced survey of the geographical 
world. The monthly periodical, Focus, complements the Review by presenting in 
popular form background facts and geographical interpretations of current world 
problems. Books and monographs appear at frequent intervals in the Research and 
Special Publications series. 


Th Soc iety’s library One of the lar rest geo yraphic. al col llecti In the world 
and the largest in the Western Hemisphere. “In addition to the usual functions, 
since 1923 it has maintained a Research Catalogue based on a scheme of classitica- 
tron sp cially devised for s of veogr phi rese: and it issues a monthly 
biblio al pe riod! ( al, Jurrent graphi trons The map collection 
pre-eminent in selective an comprehe nsive coverage: not only sheet 
but maps contained in books and periodicals are entered in the Map Catalogue 


For many years the Society has promoted studies relating to questions of wide 
public interest; for example, the white man in the tropics, settlement in the pionzer 
belt of the 1, polar 
It has led and publis| in 107 sheets the well-known Map of Hispanic 


mon, an | the advan ement of medi al geography. 


America, I : 1,000,000, has r proved its usefulness to scientists, 
‘ssmcn, and rovernment official $. It 1 also eng ved in the development ot 
new techniques and instruments designed to increase the efficiency of surveying 
and m ip pins ry From time to time five meda ls are aw irded by the Soc Icty. A coveted 
accolade, these medals have been conferred upon such men of stature as Peary, 


Byrd, Scott, M ickinder, and Theodore Roosevelt. 


Che qualifications for Fellowship in the Society are an interest in exploration 
ind travel, and in the spread of knowledge; thus its members are 
recruited from all walks of life. Menencisniy is of eight types. Fellows pay annual 
dues of $10; Sustaining Fellows, mont dues of $25; and Contributing Fellows 
imnual dues of $100. The other classes of membership are Life Fellows, who 
contribute $250; Patrons, who eng ee $1000, Patrons in Perpetuity, who con- 
tribute $so00 (this membe ership may e beque ithed); and Benefactors, who con- 
tribute $50,000. There is also a “0 ies Membership at $25 a year. Fellows are 
entitled to the use of the “ret and map room, to admission to all lectures, to 
Geographical Review and to Focus, and to consultation with members of the 
staff. They may obtain at cost photostat copies of maps and other materials and 
may pure hase the Soc iety’s publications at substantial discounts. 
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